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Professor by day, author by night

The Maine Campus
The heat is on

President
details cuts
at UMaine
6% tuition hike, 40
layoffs for next year
By Heather Steeves
News Editor

Budget
Tuition hikes, layoffs, budget gaps, investment losses and the stimulus package were all
discussed in two numeral-filled budget presentations.
The University of Maine's Vice President
for Administration and Finance Jahet Waldron
and President Robert Kennedy gave two budget meetings detailing where the $8.9 million in
cuts will come from.
This gap is after an estimaitski 6 percent
tuition hike and a Unified Fee increase. The rising fees and tuition will mean $556 per year
more for an in-state undergraduate student and
$1,366 more per year for an out-of-state undergrad.
This won't be the last of it. Tuition is expected to rise 6 percent each year for the next four
years.
There will be layoffs too — about 40 of
them.
Waldron explained that 70 percent of the
education-related budget goes toward compensation. The other 30 percent goes to operating
costs.
"Any educational institution is going to
have this type of configuration, which makesit
very difficult when it comes to times of budget
reduction. And where you go to reduce it puts
pressure on workforce management," Waldron
said.
UMaine plans to shrink some compensation
costs by losing between 80 and 100 positions.

See BUDGET on page 5

Rebekah Doherty•The Maine Campus
CheLoa Everest dives into her plate of extra spicy chicken wings at the Bears Den on Thursday during a contest hosted by the sorority
Pi Beta Phi to raise money for charity.

Fac. Sen. discusses task force, change
will use the data to plan future recommendations.
"There have been no conclusions reached
at this point in time, and it tends to be going a
Faculty Senate
little more slowly than I'm used to," Rice said
of the task force's progress.
The task force will receive recommendaThe chancellor's task force, University of
from various experts regarding universitions
and
salary
Kennedy's
Robert
President
Maine
FirstClass sparn — among other items of con- ty systems that have gone through what syscern — were discussed by the UMaine Faculty tem is going through now, during its April 9
meeting, Rice said. The task force will use
Senate during its April 1 meeting.
Reporting from a recent task force meet- what it learns from these experts to improve its
ing, professor Robert Rice, a member of the recommendations.
Kennedy, returning from a meeting with
task force, said it analyzed the University of
Maine System's past 40 years of funding and Chancellor Richard Pattenaude, said he and
By Dylan Riley
Assistant News Editor

many other people on campus were skeptical
about the task force's expected recommendations. He also said a draft document for public
comment on the task force's efforts will be circulated among the campuses some time in
May, which will be sent back to the task force
for consideration.
Kennedy also said requests for reducing or
changing compensation bonuses were
addressed during his meeting with the chan-•
cellor. He said the only compensation request
concerning UMaine — that he was aware of —
was about his own compensation.

See FACULTY on page 5

New York Times Boston bureau chief visits university
journalism communication and journalism
classes and Michael Socolow.
Goodnough described New
spoke at a
luncheon England news trends as"very differEducation
during her ent" from other places she has
on worked, including her time in
visit
Monday
Miami as the bureau chief there.
The
at
chief
bureau
The Boston
and Goodnough said New Englanders
New York Times came to the
Goodnough
feel they know their region already,
Tuesday.
University of Maine to speak to
was
so "the bar is a lot higher to surprise
perfect
in
"She
the
choice
journalism students this week as part that
people."
is
she
high-level
national
media,
of the Alan Miller Fund for
but
knows
she
"Bringing a journalist of national
on
stories
works
and
and
Communication
in
Excellence
stories that are right here in Bangor, stature into a classroom at the
Journalism.
'Abby Goodnough visited eight Maine," said assistant professor of University of Maine hopefully
By Heather Steeves
News Editor

6

Opinion • Glenn Beck vs. print
media

9

broadens the students' perspectives.
I hope our students can see themselves in Abby Goodnough,"
Socolow said. "Just like they are
committed to the school newspaper
and their class work, just like she
was committed to her school newspaper and her class work and academics. ... They can be where she is
too."
Goodnough said she feels lucky
to still be in print journalism. She
said she will be a reporter for "as
long as I can continue to collect a

Style • WMEB wants you to take your
pants off

16

The University of Maine student newspaper since 1875

paycheck, which may not be long."
The New York Times announced
layoffs and salary cuts recently.
The Internet is changing journalism. Readers get information online
for free, thaking newspapers less
profitable.
Professor of communication and
journalism Sunny Skye Hughes
asked Goodnough about how technology is changing the industry."It's
changing it really rapidly now. It

See NEWS on page 2

Sports • Black Bears chase NFL
dream
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Wood into sugar
By Mary Emmi
For The Maine Campus

UM's new biofuels at GSS

UMaine is currently leading the
industry in recent research about
wood. He said wood had not been
considered for alternative bioproducts until research began at UMaine
within the Forest Bioproducts
Research Initiative.
"You and I cannot eat Wood, neither can cows. We have created technology that breaks wood down into
sugars," Pendse said.
This technology of breaking
wood into butanol, a better fuel
source than ethanol, will attract more
people to the university and Old
Town area The university is creating
a technology center at the Old Town

mill that will give engineering students, university officials and private
clients to do this research.
"The university can make money,
clients will pay to use the technology
center," Pendse said. "It's like an
industrial service, it will create jobs
and give students real world experience."
Some questions were raised in
regard to the sustainability of the
wood product
"Have you taken into affect the
demand for [wood] for usable and
non-useable wood based on the
increase in the availability of products?" Sen. Brian Bink asked.

"The portion we are taking out of
the wood would have burned in the
plant," Pendse said. He said the bioproducts use left over waste wood
from the pulp and paper production
at the Old Town mill.
President Owen McCarthy,a biological engineering student, invited
Pendse to address the senate.
"I wanted to let them [senate]
know about something positive
going on at the university,"
McCarthy said.
A club was given final recognition at the meeting.
Capoeira Club, a new student
organization, is an Afro-Brazilian

started in little we're going to start doing that across
drips at first, but the board. You would have to have a
from page 1 in the last five very carefully arrived at arrangeyears, 10 years ment to avoid any sort of expectareally," Goodnough said. "When I tion of influence from the governas a new reporter 10 years ago, we ment on newspapers."
Many students' questions for
were just starting using e-mail and
the Internet. Obviously we depend Goodnough focused on where to
hugely on both of those things now. find jobs in journalism.
"I hope that some of the Internet,
We couldn't do journalism without
the online sites will be able to do a
them."
Goodnough said The New York better and better job of compensatTunes is considering going back to a ing people. I'd also say that I think
working for a political campaign or
pay-for-Web model.
When asked about the possibility a nonprofit group or teaching —
of newspapers going nonprofit, anything where you can use writing
Goodnough said it was a definitie is also potentially valuable base for
possibility and that "everything has people who want to get into journalism," she said. "I would personally
to be on the table."
"If you look at national public warn against just being an opinion
radio, it's a nonprofit with govern- blogger as you start off until you
ment assistance, somewhat insulat- know the roots of good, objective
ed, but they aren't as bad off as journalism."
Some say that The New York
newspapers are in the economy. And
certainly I think you could say they Times's layoffs and Many newspaare objective enough, not beholden pers going online-only show that
to the government who helps pay for the industry is dying. Hughes —
them," Goodnough said. "I can see who teaches a graduate class The
it. It does raise a lot of questions if Future of News — thinks it's just

the next step.
"I'd rather see that the Internet is
a rebirth for the industry, much as
the telegraph updated the mail services for distributing information,and
how the newspapers updated that
and then came radio and television,"
Hughes said. "This is simply the
next evolution. It's the next medium."
Hughes gets her news from RSS
feeds on her phone. "I want information, and I want it immediately,
as it happens," she said.
"I feel that the media industry is
framing this as a collapse ofjournalism, and that makes sense. If you
were in the media industry, you of
course wouldn't want this infrastructure you put in place to collapse," Hughes said. "This leaves
lots of people unemployed, but honestly with the system we have now
this move toward citizen journalism
in news is potentially the brightest
future we have."
Goodnough agreed citizen journalists can play a big role in media
making."I think that the mainstream

media is experimenting with citizen comes from YouTube Jr citizen
journalists," she said. "That is a journalists or the mainstream media
model we are experimenting with, is really hard to answer at this
and we will see how it works with point," Goodnough said.
time."
Socolow, who helped put the
Hughes said teaching people program together, said this is the
how to become critical of media and first year having a visiting journalist,
how to make media will lead to a and not all the kinks are worked out.
new type of journalism, allowing Future visits may include a public
anyone to become a journalist and speech, but this was limited to an
create media around issues they care invite-only luncheon, class visits
about.
and interviews.
There are no unbiased journal"It's the kind of things that we in
ists, Hughes said,so losing objectiv- journalism should be doing. We
ity with trained journalists is not a should be pairing academic work
problem. In this way,she thinks con- with professional development," he
sumers will be able to pick what sto- said.
ries are the best with citizen journal"I think she was impressed by
ism. "I think you hark back to the our students, too," Socolow said.
marketplace of ideas," she said. "It "Some of the questions she got
is one of the most basic principles made her think, really made her
that truth will prevail, and if you think about her work. She even got
have enough voiced from enough some news tips last night from the
directions, eventually the truth will grad students."
rise up. And people will begin to
understand all sides of the issue and
For a student view
all perspectives."
on print media,
"I think that people will continue
see Opinion page 6
to want local news and whether it

Student Senate
"We want to change the way
wood is used right now," Hemant
Pendse, department chair of
Biological
Chemical
and
Engineering said at the General
Student Senate meeting on March
31. Pendse discussed the University
of Maine's potential to be recognized
internationally through wood, and
the future of UMaine through new
technology surrounding wood.

News

dance game that has a "spiritual"
aspect to the music. Ben Braley, the
club's president, spoke about the
activities of the club.
"It's a laid back thing," Braley
said. "It's the most dynamic game
I've ever played and it's an all inclusive thing."
Braley also described the club as
a "great workout" that anyone can
do.
Five allocations were presented:
$109.35 to Sigma Chi, $180 to
Hillel, $420 to the Health
Professions Club, $500 to Women's
Lacrosse and $600 to UMaine
Forensics Society.

Overheard at UMaine
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ThE FtlittirE
By Rhiannon Sawtelle
Features Editor
t's
the end
of the newspaper world and
journalists are scared, but a
- new era has come.
Newspapers are facing
downsizing, layoffs and closure. Some predictions forecast
major cities without newspapers in
the near future.
Traditional news has no choice
but to adapt.to survive. The questions of how and how fast still past and
linger.
future. The mix
Assistant professor Sunny Skye is evident in the way the
Hughes and a team of graduate stu- class is taught. The course syldents at the University of Maine are labus, student papers and personon a mission to find out. A course al biographies are all available on
offered this semester in the com- a wiki Web site for the class.
munications and journalism depart- Students can use this to interact
ment, CMJ 593, The Future of outside the classroom.
News, is crossing the"It's medium-speory with technology.
cific," Hughes said.
"It's notjust
An "unofficial colGraduate students
talking
about will work out the theolaboration" as Hughes
describes it, graduate journalism, but retical aspects of these
students in the course
solutions while underbeing involved graduate
work hand-in-hand
new media
in it."
with undergraduate
students will work on
students in the new
putting the theories to
media department to
use
in real-world appliTim Bissell
put their theories into
cations.
Graduate student
play.
The new media
Students in NMD
class is in the process
202, Information Design, will of developing a Facebook applica'focus their class projects on work- tion for a citizen's journalism neting with the graduate students.
work and an iPhone application.
"It's not just talking about jour- Both will run on a database the
nalism, but being involved in it," third group is creating.
said Tim Bissell, a student in the
"It's an experimental laboratory,
journalism class.
really," Bissell said.
Hughes's class is divided into
"You are going to need these
three groups. Their projects involve skills," Hughes said.
The two classes met for the
social networking, mobile devices
and system moderation.
first half of the semester to talk
The groups liken themselves to about what the projects would
the traditional roles of news. The look like and decide what
social networking group see them- direction they wanted to take.
selves as news bureaus. The mobile They will convene the last
devices group emulates reporters, week
of
and the system moderation group classes to
mimics the news publishers.
present
Their approach draws their soluto
lines between the tions
each other.

0 illus

n by Alicia Mullins

of News
Journalism and new
media students
team up

• "So
what's created in this class
won't die," Hughes
said.
Hughes is an assistant professor of broadcast journalism and
came to UMaine this year. She
received her doctorate from the
University of Florida in 2008.
"That puts me in a unique position," she said, clear from her
youthful looks and chic office.
Warmly decorated with an area rug,
photographs, an overstuffed green
couch and a typewriter, her office
was speckled with technology. The
cross between old and new was evident even in her decorations.
Hughes and Bissell both worked
on. Mac laptops as they spoke.
Hughes had two large monitors set
up on her desk in addition to her
laptop.
They had just returned from
live-streaming Abby Goodnough,a
visiting journalist from The New
York Times, and were preparing to
work out the details online.
Their approach to news was
exactly what they were striving for
in the class — finding outlets people can access anytime.
"I think with so many different
newspapers going under around the
U.S. that the collaboration between
new media and the journalism field
will soon be an everyday norm,"
said Thomas Starkey, a third-year
student in the new media
class, in an instant message.
Instant is in.
"The future of
news lies in universal access to information technologies and media
literacy,—

Anastasia
Lima,a studeni
the journalism class,
posted on the wiki Web site.
Hughes said traditional journalism students working with the
new media department assisted
the theorists in developing new
ideas. Not all journalism students
are fluent in technology.
"We do have this core of
knowledge, though," Hughes
said.
"We .can still be a credible
source," Bissell said.
Because the class is a topics
course, it may not be offered for
several more years. For now,
Hughes is. working on building
partnerships with the work they
are doing. Events such as the
Goodnough presentation being
live-streamed and a documentary
Hughes plans to shoot this summer will leave the class' work in
the real world.
Her documentary will focus on
how news will survive in rural
areas. The solution may be collaborative news, where citizens
report what is happening and the
best news will rise to the top. The
documentary will focus on their
interest in the collaboration.
"The future of news includes
citizens sharing content instantly
with the more traditional media,"
said Sarah Green-Hamman, a student in the journalism class, on
the class wiki.
Until then, students will continue to solve the woes of the
news world in CMJ 593.
"We don't even know where
we can go with it right now,"
Bissell said on the endless possibilities of news outreach.
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The Maine Campus
is hiring!

UM,Orono and Old Town put heads together
By Dylan Riley
Assistant News Editor

Salaried positions:
- News Editor
- Style Editor
- Web Editor

Community

Hourly positions:
- Copy Editor
(grammar and writing)

-Production Assistant
(layout and design)
- Not work study
- Open to all majors, not just
journalism students
Send resumes to eryk.salvaggio@umit.maine.edu

PREGNANT?
You are not ak3ne

first Naz
Pregnancy Test
Consultation on All Your Options
Compassionate 8 Confidential
Parenting Support
Support after an Abortion
Referrals for Community Support Services,
Healthcare, Housing, and Adoption

942-1611
263 State St, Bangor
887-8711
75 State St, Ellsworth
firststeppregnancy@msn com

What students, faculty and
staff want from the University
of Maine and the surrounding
area was the topic of a March
31 meeting involving the leaders of UMaine, Orono and Old
Town. The meeting covered
developments planned for
Orono and bond initiatives proposed by Gov. John Baklacci to
fund campus construction projects.
Two surveys discussed during the meeting found students,
faculty and staff desire better
arfess to healthy foods, a 24hour convenience store, a
restaurant, a cheap bookstore, a
coffee shop and a clothing
store. The leaders of the two
towns and UMaine expressed
interest in improving that
access.
The surveys also asked students about the then-proposed,
recently approved OronoUMaine shuttle system and
how late they wanted it to operate. The majority of respondents said midnight or later.
The university circulated the
student-center survey in
September 2008 and another in
December 2008 directed
toward faculty and staff.
The September survey,

created by the U Maine Office was student desire for a 24-hour
of Institutional Studies in col- study area.
"So, we're leaving part of
laboration with Orono,- Old
Town and the BAT system, the union open now."
targeted 2,800 students.
During the meeting,. Janet
790 students replied, a 28 Waldron, vice president for
percent response rate.
administration and finance,
-Twenty-eight might sound mentioned the university's new
small to some ... but 28 percent partnership with Eastern Maine
is not bad," said Theodore Medical Center (EMMC) and
Coladarci,
its work mandirector of the
aging
the
Office
of
Cutler Health
"We have a lot of
Institutional
student housing. We Center.
Studies.
Waldron said
want a community
"People tend
numerous
to be more
where people
healthcare
satisfied than
providers and
work and live."
not with the
specialists
particular
have
Catherine Conlow expressed
businesses
and services
Orono Town Manager interest
in
we focused
working at
on.
Cutler.
UMaine President Robert
"It's kind ofexciting to think
Kennedy said,"We were think- about it as a little magnet of
ing about what kinds of things interest here," Waldron said.
should the university be doing,
Cutler's privatization may
what kinds of retail sponsor be going unnoticed by stuservices need to be offered and dents. Christina Soyden, the
we were throwing out ideas but undergraduate student reprewe didn't have any data." He sentative for the health services
said this was the first step.
committee that wrote the
It was suggested during the request for proposals which
meeting that UMaine adopt a attracted EMMC, said "there
search feature on its Web site to are still a large amount of stulist the location of services and dents that are unaware of the
businesses close to the campus. change" and that those she has
"I think it's a great idea," talked to think Cutler still doesKennedy said.
n't wrept third-party insurance.
Kennedy said a major theme
A 2009 bond package
that came up in both surveys proposed by Baldami, which

was discussed during the meeting, includes $30 million in
campus infrastructure upgrades
for the University of Maine
System — $13 million of
which will go to UMaine if the
proposal is approved by the legislature.
The money will be used for
construction at UMaine,
according to Elaine Clarke,
executive director of facilities,
real estate and planning at
UMaine. The construction
would include renovations for
Colvin Hall, Holmes Hall and
Nutting Hall. An energy audit
conducted by a performance
company determined the heat
loss from Nutting Hall was
"unfortunate," according to
Clarke. The planned renovations would reduce that loss.
Projects ongoing in Orono
,were also discussed during the
meeting, including the soon-tobe-implemented
OronoUMaine shuttle system and the
relocation of Orono's public
library.
Catherine Conlow, Orono's
town manager, said the new
shuttle system will be a success
even if just 50 percent of the
people who completed the two
surveys use ii
"We think that's going to be
a really successful project,"
Conlow said.
Orono also plans to expand

See TOWN on page 5

Missing

Police Beat?
you can find it on the Web

mainecampus.com

UNIVERSITYBARTENDING
CLASSES START SOON!
1-800-U-CAN-MIX
WWW.UNIVERSITYBARTENDING.COM
SPACE IS LIMITED! SIGN UP NOW!!!

BOYS' LtR
I made a very
poor choice
about
something
and now
there's nothing
I can do to
change it.

UUM'ETIE gII91T
PiPM91111n.
1 Great Part-time or Summer Job
✓ Tips on Finding a Top Paying Job

1 Over 15 Years In Business!!!
✓ Credit Cards Accepted!!!
I Professional Bartendlng Training
with "Hands On" Pouring Sessions

✓

\\

Alcohol Awareness Program

April 17th.19th
Woolley Rm,DTAV Bid
Univ. of Maine, Orono

=
Act Now,
Space Is UnittedS

11-800-11-CANEMIX
(www.universitybartending.com
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HOW U1VIAINE PLANS TO BRIDGE THE
$8.9 MILLION GAP(FY10)
Energy Procurement Savings: $1,150,000
Cutler Health Center Outsource: $500,000
Other: $203,800
DEPARTMENTAL CUTS:
VP Academic Affairs & Provost: $4,900,780
President's Areas: $860,597
VP Administration & Finance: $672,893
VP Research: $253,358
VP Student Affairs: $168,896
VP Advancement: $143,476
TOTAL Campus Cuts: $8,853,800

Heather Steeves•The Maine Campus
President Robert Kennedy spoke about the next fiscal year's budget, including tuition hikes and possible
layoffs, on March 26 and 30.
Forty of these
will be from
from page 1 layoffs; the
others
are
vacant positions that will not be
filled.
Affected employees will be
notified in the next three or four
weeks, according to Waldron.
In addition to layoffs and vacant
positions, some workers will have
reduced hours.
$7 million of the $8.9 million in
cuts will be divided up to departments on campus(see box).
One question, e-mailed in by
James Bradley, the state president
of ASCUM — a bargaining unit
that represents the COLT employees at UMaine — asked if Kennedy
would forgo a $175,000 bonus his
contract allows him every five

years in order to save some positions. Kennedy said, "I feel I am
making sacrifices myself. To categorically at this point and at this
venue ... address specific question
of cuts for myself or other employ-.
ees, I think, is inappropriate."
"The president has in fact taken
some days off without pay,"
Waldron said when asked about
furlough days. She said these days
without pay are a one-time fix that
are not being considered to address
the $8.9 million gap.
It's not all bad news, according
to Waldron."There will be stimulus
funding coming into the university
system that is one-time money,"
she said. "How that is distributed
will be a subject that the presidents
will be very actively engaged in
and will be determined in the rea-

its housing for
local workers,
according
to
from page 4
Conlow, who said
an abundance of student housing has
shifted the town's focus.
"We have a lot of student housing,
we want a community where people
work and live," Conlow said.
The meeting ended with praise for
the level of cooperation between the
Orono, Old Town and UMaine police
departments.

"I wouldn't,
in my case, call
from page 1 it overly generous. We're well
behind the average for administrative and faculty positions," Kennedy
said.
Kennedy said he is not accepting
a raise in fiscal year 2009 and is taking furlough days.
Kennedy also mentioned federal stimulus money. He said, in his
opinon, any money received for

Budget

Town

Faculty

sonable future here."
Kennedy said he was- unsure
how much of the stimulus money
the Orono campus will receive.
"The $6.5 [million] — if things
were divided up the way the state
appropriation is divided up — we
would get roughly half of that. We
can't make that assumption yet," he
said. The divvying process will be
done through the system office.
Kennedy foresees some of the
stimulus money going toward
financial aid.
Waldron said UMaine saved
$1.6 million in energy costs against
this year's budget, and it locked in
electricity and gas "at phenomenal
rates."
"We think we've saved between
$1.6 [million] and $2 million that is
getting pulled out of the 2010
fiscal year 2010 and 2011 should
be distributed directly to campuses,
and he said the chancellor agrees.
UMaine is expected to receive $6.5
million in stimulus money for fiscal year 2009.
"They're coming up with a couple of different proposals to distribute that[stimulus] money," Kennedy
said.
A motion to create an
Advancement Initiative Council
designed to offer equal opportunities

THE

budget," Waldron said about the
locking in on low electricity and
gas rates.
But the university is considering
losing some programs, including
the Computer Connection.
A study conducted by an outside
consulting firm recommended the
closing of Orono and the
University of Southern Maine's
computer stores. Waldron said the
recommendation was lacking detail
and explanation.
"Prior to [taking] any action on
that, we will certainly look at that in
a much greater local detail,"
Waldron said.
Recently the University of
Southern Maine lost its daycare
program. When asked, Waldron
said that UMaine was not considering dropping its childcare program.

Another audience question
asked why students should pay
more in tuition for less of an education.
"If you look at the value and
the increase in economic opportunity for students with a college
education, you quickly do the math
and you realize the value of an
education, particularly at the
University of Maine," Kennedy
said.
Waldron disagreed that less was
being offered at UMaine. "The
richness of what is being offered
here is really the focus," she said.
The Board of Trustees will
approve a final budget and student
charges for the next fiscal year on
May 18.
To watch the two budget meetings, visit mainecampus.com.

for women in engineering and science passed unanimously. The council will fulfill a requirement of a
National Science Foundation grant
proposal.
A 15-step process for creating
new programs passed unanimously.
The university originally used a defacto policy to establish new programs. The new policy establishes
an official process, according to
James Warhola,chair of the Program
Creation
Review
and

Reorganization Committee.
A new policy for deciding
incomplete grades was passed unanimously. The new policy will give
faculty and students 140 days after
the final day of a semester to resolve
incomplete grades before they automatically become F's.
Hoff finished the meeting by
confirming the Faculty Senate will
meet some time in May, instead of
following their usual schedule which
ends in April.

BEST

IN

STUDENT LIVING
NOW LEASING
AT

s4

Teachers,
Engineers,
Health majors,
Math and science majors,
Agriculturalists and foresters,
French and Spanish speakers
encouraged to apply.

www.peacecorps.gov/events

mainecampus.com

FITNESS CENTER • BASKETBALL & SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS
TANNING BED • GAME ROOM • PRIVATE BEDROOMS • COMPUTER LAB

JUST ACROSS PARK STREET FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

ORCHARD
TRAILS

207.866.2200
4 EMPIRE DRIVE
MESTUDENTHOUSIN G.COM

Keeping UMaine a
first-rate school

mion
p

The Issue: The administration has identified approximately 40 positions to be cut.
What We Think: We understand the need
for cuts, but clerical and faculty positions
should be a last resort.
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The administration announced plans to close an
$8.9 million budget gap at two budget meetings on
Monday and Thursday. The plans include a 6 percent tuition hike-every year for the next four years
and approximately 40 accross-the-board layoffs.
University of Maine President Robert Kennedy
insisted the quality of education at the University
of Maine is the administration's highest priority
and will not be compromised by the latest round of
cuts. However, neither Kennedy nor Vice
President for Administration and Finance Janet
Waldron explained how the school can maintain
that quality as services are cut and tuition and fees
go up.
The standard of education at UMaine should be
more than just a high priority — it should be the
first consideration when cuts are made. It is not
possible to keep such a high standard when the
administration kills off faculty and programs.
This means looking at administrative positions
before cutting faculty and clerical workers.
UMaine administrators make consistently higher
salaries than faculty, despite a limited impact on
students' learning experiences.
What does this mean? We understand the need
for cuts to be made, but cutting faculty and clerical
workers hurts the School. Students choose UMaine
not for its great administrators but for its faculty
and quality of living, and when both decline,
UMaine will be hard pressed to find students willing to attend its hallowed halls.
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The above editorial is written by the editorial position
board, whose members are Eryk Salvaggio, Mario
Moreno, Heather Steeves,72eh Dionne, William P.
Davis and Amy Brooks.

Readers Speak
Letter: Nutrition matters
Rep. Hannah Pingree is supporting a bill in favor
of mandatory nutrition labeling for chain restaurants
in Maine. Asa master's candidates in human nutrition and a future registered dietitian, I support the
bill. It does relate to health care and cost reduction,
and here is how:
Nutrition's role in preventing and managing obesity and chronic diseases is well rmognii,ed. But
chronic disease is too far in the future to worry about,
tight? After all, advancements in health care and
public health and red,pctions in infectious diseases
are increasing life expeciancy.
Increasing obesity is leading to increased chronic
disease. These diseases account for 7 out of 10
deaths nationwide. Over 75 percent of U.S. health
care dollars are spent treating chronic • disease.
Reducing costs requires shifting from a treatment
model of health care to a prevention model, a shift
emphasized in health care reform by the new administration. hi a prevention rnodel, nutrition is key.
People have questioned the effectiveness of menu
labeling on improving nutrition and reducing calorie
consumption. However,researchers have shown that
when nutrition data are available at point of purchase, fewer calories are consumed. Even a small
reduction in calorie consumption over time can prevent weight gain and the onset of chronic disease.
This bill will hold restaurant chains accountable for
providing nutrition information. In turn, cbrisumers
will be able to make informed decisions that promote
health and prevent disease. Please support this bill
by contacting your legislators.
- Mallory Poole, Old TOwn
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Glenn Beck: Calm down and get real
Conservative radio journal- reason. Without even delving into the sentimental American herist Glenn Beck,a talking head a itage grounds for caring about newspapers, I'll call Beck out on
la Rush Limbaugh, wrote the actual process of reporting. While I'm a proponent of blogs
an
opinion
piece for as valuable media, bloggers and even some reporters for Web
Foxnews.com on Sunday, iterations of major newspapers simply don't have the back-andcrying that the death of print forth with editors and the fundamentals of reporting that make
journalism is fine, grand and print news the ultimate.
American.
I am all for innovation. I love blogs and Web versions of
He decries journalists for papers. I keep up with the current events from my hometown
presuming importance. Last I online. I don't think the government should fund newspapers, as
checked,
when it comes to Maryland Sen. Benjamin Cardin proposes with his Newspaper
Zach Dionne
exposing corruption and Revitalization Act — the impetus for Beck's tirade — first and
infoffning the public on the most important issues in America,the foremost on the grounds that there_ are more immediately pressscore was about 10,000 to one — print news the victor over Web. ing things requiring funds. But it's ridiculous to say that hoping
Beck says the Internet is better than newspapers at "getting newspapers survive is un-American.
you information that you want, when you want ii" Is instantaNear closing, Beck says "the newspaper ... alienated their
neous, 24-hour news that important? As I click CNN.com right readership and strayed so far [from] the sensibility of the
now,what's the critical value oflearning about"90-year-old pilot American people." He doesn't offer any support for this lastfinally has his license" and "Toddler falls three stories to minute jab, but sticks to a simpleton's "I'm just sayin'..."
strangers' arms"? Minimal. I should, however, be familiar with
You are just saying, Glenn. You're a born-and-bred radio and
the stories on the front page of this morning's New York Times television veteran — you call yourself "mad as hell" in a New
and Bangor Daily News.
York Times profile about yourself, and you let your emotions
Yes, Glenn, the Internet is how increasingly more Americans dominate your program on a major news network. Let the real
"choose to be informed." Does that mean it's what's light? reporters call the shots on their medium.
Should every newspaper fizzle out and have a half-baked blog
It's in no way un-American to embrace the Internet and the
take its stead? Just like thinking before you speak,taking a day to future ofjournalism while simultaneously enjoying and respectput together quality information, pass it through the grinder of ing print and allowing it to fuid its new place without demeaning
editing and production, and printing it after the process has sig- the format that started it all. Journalism is the fourth estate, a basnificant merits instant Web news does not.
tion ofdemocracy for the U.S.,and no medium does it better than
Beck says"the Internet blows newspapers away" and follows print.
up by claiming no more inky fingers from newsprint as his first
Zavh Dionne is style editorfor The Maine Campus.
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The time has come
to deem Obama
a failure
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Alcohol amnesty
critical for our safety
Madeline Glover

Brian Curry
Words are powerful — as I realized Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner is
yesterday when I read,a Yahoo News pushing "the biggest expansion of
headline that seemed strange to me: financial regulatory authority since the
"Obama to take control of GM." Great Depression" to seize control of
Apparently he was excited and ambi- any company that uses practices that
tious about this news. He fired the CEO could be harmful to the economy in the
of the company. This follows right on long run — not just to the ones that
the heels of the largest government took bail-out money. It is a radical step
power grab in history: the AIG bailout. in the direction of socialism for our
This was after a very large reinvest- country. Am I calling the current
ment act. Now, Congress has set the administration Socialists in Democrats'
national debt limit at $9 trillion. Not clothing? Damned skippy I am.
Economic and political theories are
millions or billions — trillions of dolnot only advocating
lars have been going
but accelerating the
into a big pot for the
governmental owngovernment ership of companies
endorsed spendathat the government
palooza. For what
has no business
purpose, I cannot
say. I can only
Am I calling the current owning. This was
strongly illustrated
assume that it is for
the purchase of all administration Socialists by the government's
dictate calling on the
of America's utility
in Democrat clothing?
firing of a CEO from
companies.
Damned skippy I am.
GMC during their
What
Why?
restructuring — that
business does the
is running a busigovernment have
ness, notjust a federtaking over large
al assistance profirms?
private
gram. The same dasbillions
Granted
tardly concepts are
have been given in
"bail-outs," and the companies that going to be placed on our healthcare
blithely cash in on this ill-advised system in a matter of time.It is not a big
spending frenzy are nothing short of step away from nationalized housing
terrible. However, I am willing to and nationalized food banks, in favor
accept these issues in trade for the new of other competitive markets. The
problem rearing its ugly head. I am insurance companies are becoming
nationalized. The banks are becoming
talking about socialism.
According to Webster's Dictionary, nationalized. Eventually the very
socialism is "any of various economic homes we live in and the food we eat
and political theories advocating col- will be a regulated system that no one
lective or governmental ownership and will have the ability to walk away
administration of the means of produc- from.
I told myself when President
tion and distribution of goods."
See anything there that baffles you? Obama was elected I would reserve
I do. It is the president's seemingly end- judgment until I see the direction he
less assumption of the power of failing takes my country. After setting a $9 trilprivate industries. Under most circum- lion limit on spending, a heap more in
stances,an economic crash ofthis mag- the works for healthcare, the nations
nitude is unsettling, but I have no inter- economy in the toilet and a not-soest in the government seizing control of gradual move to a state controlled sociprivate industries because they are "too ety, I have made my decision. Obama
big to fail." I reached the end of my isn't the man for the job.
Brian Curry is is a senior forestry
rope when reading the March 29 edition of The Kansas City Star. It said and environmental science stuilPnt.
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Be Heard.
The Maine Campus strives to provide a public venue for
UMaine community members to express their opinions
in attempts to encourage constructive discourse on the
issues that matter to students.
For more info, e-mail opinion@rnainecampus.com

Letters to the editor should be no longer than 300 words
in length and should include the author's name, address
and academic major or job title. The Maine Campus
reserves the right to edit submissions for length and clarity.

The Maine Campus
5748 Memorial Union
Orono 04469-5748
opinion @ mainecampus.com

Consumption of alcohol by minors. It is
impossible to distance oneself from this dilemma as a college student. With its existence as a
complex balancing act composed of peer influence, social sway, media bombardment and cultural expectation, alcohol can just as easily play
the part of social lubricant as homewrecker. I
recently turned 21 and thank my lucky stars I
no longer have to furtively transport my hardwon beverages around. •
Recently, there has been increased attention
on the matter of alcohol amnesty in our nation's
colleges and universities. Underage drinking
will always occur — people are always going to
look for something to abuse and a way to abuse
it, despite their age. We need to ensure safety
for the inevitable.
It appears Sen. John C. Rafferty of
Pennsylvania is thinking along the same lines
with his proposed Senate Bill 488. The bill
would grant alcohol amnesty in the way of
good Samaritan laws — by eradicating fear of
legal consequences. The proposed bill would
grant amnesty to those who call for help in an
alcohol related emergency. Under this bill,
however, the caller could still be cited a summons for supplying alcohol to minors, but not
for possession or consumption.
Sadly, this legislation may be what it actually takes people to do what is right and call for
help. We know too well that the fear of punishment and the assumption that "someone else
will take care of it" often lead to escalated situations, which protective measures such as a 911
call could prevent. For those who have made a

tough call, been applauded for doing the right
thing and then simultaneously punished —
being issued a summons, for example — is
backward reasoning. How can you expect to
promote public safety with punishment? For •
that matter, how do you promote anything good
with punishment? Broken down in simple psychological terms, many are literally being conditioned not to seek help when in danger due to
fear of punishment. This can obviously be a
lethal mistake. In the face of friendship and
emergency, One should never hesitate to call
and never have to fear legal consequences for
doing so.
For critics of amnesty programs arguing that
any form of amnesty would merely endorse
underage drinking, stipulations could easily be
added. For example: Counseling, fines that
fund a campus organization or even community
service hours could be imposed. These are constructive forms of deterrence that would not
only benefit the individual, but the community
as well.
Many colleges and universities have fully or
partially adopted a form of alcohol amnesty, and
many more are contemplating legislation. There
are many ways to promote and protect safety and
the personal rights of young adults in the face of
alcohol. We need to come together as a university, town and student body to take a renewed
look at underage alcohol consumption and more
importantly, how to encourage safety -- even
when you finally are of legal drinking age.
Madeline Glover is a junior childhood
development student.

Plants and man
symbiosis at its best
Russell Clark
"I am the Lorax! I speak for the Trees! I
speak for the trees, for the trees have no
tongues." These words emanate from a small
fuzzy creature the size of a football, marked
with a burly blond moustache. He points his
finger viciously at the "Onceler" and begins
to argue in vain. The Onceler, a character
whose face you never see, brushes the
Lorax's words off with a flick of his hand
and proceeds to chop down another beautiful, colorful Truffula tree. The Onceler uses
the brightly colored tufts of the Truffula tree
to make his `thneed,' a product that can be
anything. "It's a shirt. It's a sock. It's a
glove. It's a hat," explains the Onceler. "For
carpets. For pillows. For sheets. For curtains.
For hard covers for bicycle seats!" The Lorax
glares at the Onceler and proclaims defiantly,
"Sir, you're crazy. Crazy with greed!"
Even at twenty years old, I can still appreciate the message of Dr. Suess's "The
Lorax," a story designed for someone half
my age. It doesn't take much to figure out
the message of this story. I am not writing
this article today, however, to argue for the
protection of every tree but for a better
appreciation and understanding for every
green, photosynthesizing plant you see
around you.
I may be preaching to the choir, but how
many of you realize how much you depend
on plants? Not just today, but during every
year of human existence. Anthropologists

know the tight relationship man and plant
have had. Humankind has picked, plucked,
pulled and hulled its share of grains. We have
planted, plowed, grown and sown crops
every day since the first agricultural revolution. We eat them every day, and we see them
every day — unless you live in a hole, where
the dirt around you is composed in large part
of decaying plant matter. You cannot avoid
them. It would be crazy to even try.
Our tight relationship with them knows no
bounds, and our dependency on them will
never cease. The feeling can be mutual.
Modern cultivated corn, the corn you and I
eat every day, would not survive without us.
Some corn produces no pollen, and the husks
surrounding the kernels are so thick the seeds
cannot even germinate. The McIntosh apple
you and I eat at the Union comes from a graft
of.a graft of a graft — ad infinitum —of the
original McIntosh apple discovered by John
McIntosh in 1811.
Now, I started with an argument that
seemed like I wanted to save every tree in the
world, and as much as I wish I could, I am
not foolish. 1 know how much we depend on
plants every day, even if that means chopping them down or harvesting them to get
ahead. Keep in mind, however, you and I
cannot live without them, but they can live
without us — except for cultivated corn.
Russell Clark is a junior biology and
German student.

The views and opinions expressed in the opinion section are solely those ot their authors, and do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of The Maine Campus.
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Chapter III: Finger

Chapter IV: Normal

While he's not engaging students in deep discussions, Irvine makes a living as an acclaimed, prolific author. He has penned
half a dozen novels,a handful of short stories and has made a name for himself in the comic book industry. Irvine's latest release
is the futuristic thriller"Buyout," which was released. on Tuesday.
"What happens when thelife ofa prisoner,in a private facility, becomes a commodity?"Irvine says,describing his new novel.
-What if you had a life sentence and the value of your life was tied in to the amount oftime you were going to spend in prison?"
Early reviews of"Buyout" look good.-Publisher's Weekly writes,-This well-written, suspenseful and just slightly absurdist
novel will apngel strongly to fans of classic dystopian science fiction with a smooth modem twist."
On April 8, Irvine's re-imagining of superhero "Daredevil" will hit shelves when "Daredevil Noir #1" is released.
"Daredevil is like a human lie-detector. He believes he can't be fooled," Irvine says."This certitude, which borders on arrogance — I wanted to explore the ways which that can be turned against him."
In the lead-up to the releases of"Buyout" and "Daredevil Noir #1," Irvine has done interviews, book readings and other publicity events. He also spent the evening of his birthday in the emergency room after his wife had a
close encounter with a kitchen knife.
"I just had my 40th birthday last weekend," Irvine says."I spent most of it in the emergency room
when my wife cut off part of her finger while she was fixing up my birthday dinner."
They ordered pizza that night.

Alex Irvine
Author and English professor

Goal n.(01)-1. The purpose toward which an endeavor is directed; an objective.
Irvine's goal is to become better with each piece of writing. Whether it's a gripping sci-fi novel, an
adventurous comic book or a plain old poem,Irvine desires improvement.
"I want everything I write to be better than the last, which doesn't always happen," Irvine says.
,Edward Fontaine + The Maine Campus
laughing at thoughts of his lesser works. "It isn't very quantifiable, but I'm always trying to take the
Every Tuesday and Thursday, Alex Irvine
next step.That next step may come when Irvine finishes work on an installment in one of sci-fi's longest run- makes a two-and-a-half hour commute to
ning series — come November 2009, he will submit a rough cut of a "Star Wars- novel he was been UMaine from Portland.
contracted to write. The offer induced a self-described "nerdgasm."
With a plethora of ideas, Irvine will stay busy. More plans with Marvel Comics are being irpned out, and he's also interested in writing a straight, gritty crime novel. He isn't done teaching, either.
In the fall, Irvine will instruct three courses,including a class about graphic novels — a popular registration choice with only
four spots remaining in a class of 25.
!When I was growing up,I read everything. I would read the back of a cereal box," Irvine says."I used to own a Land Cruiser,
and things kept breaking on it. so I sat down and read the entire 200 page manual in one sitting." With determination like that,
it's hard to imagine Irvine not reaching his goals.
Did he enjoy reading the manual? Irvine laughs,"Now that was a terrible read.-

Chapter V: Horizon

One hundred thirty eight miles separate Orono from Portland. A 2006 Toyota Corolla gets about 37 mpg highway.
Perhaps better than any measure of gas money or miles per week is the outline of Alex Irvine's backside permanently
English novelist Charles Dickens enjoyed spending days on end in the morgue —something about
emblazoned into the driver's side seat of his trusty Corolla.
staring
at dead bodies fascinated him. Irish novelist and poet James Joyce was obsessed with flatuEvery Tuesday and Thursday at 7 a.m., the University
of
Maine
assistant
English
professor
and
award-winning
novellence. He once wrote in a letter,"I think I would know Nora's fart anywhere. I think I could pick hers
ist greets the day with some fruit and a bowl of cereal, though sometimes he admittedly cheats and visits the Commercial
out
in
a
roomful
of
fatting
women."
Street Irving station for a sausage, egg and cheese sandwich. Jeans and a sweater are standard. Key meets ignition, and
It's no wonder
authors
have a reputation as wacky people with strange obsessions and mannerIrvine begins his boring drive up Interstate 95. AC/DC,Johnny Cash and Bob Dylan tag along for the
isms. Often times, the oddities of a character in a story pale in comparison to the
ride.
of their creator. Irvine, however,couldn't be more normal.
"I live in Portland largely for family reasons. My wife and kids live there," Irvine. 40, says. "I've
"When I was growing up, I eccentricities
"I don't feel I'm any different than anyone else. I like to get out, hike, camp,
gotten used to the commute. though. So it all works out OK."
read everything.I would read go to interesting places with the kids," he says."I also really like tojust lie on the
Irvine, a Michigan native who received his Ph.D. from Denver University in 2005, has taught a
variety of English courses at UMaine. ranging from The Act of Interpretation to Topics in Film - the back ofa cereal box. Isat couch and watch TV"
Irvine, who played soccer competitively until he was 24, has an affinity for
Screenwriting. This semester.Irvine concludes his teaching of Contemporary American Fiction at 3:15 down and
read the entire 200 sports.Soccer and baseball are his favorites. His face lights up with a giddy smile
p.m. But it's not time to head home yet.
when he mentions his excitement for April 6 — opening day of the MLB seapage manual[ofmy Land
Office hours and other meetings can keep him on campus until well past 5 p.m. some days. with
son.
His Detroit Tigers will take on the Toronto Blue Jays.
his old friend 1-95 always waiting. Two hours and 15 minutes later, he puts the Corolla in park outside
Cruiser] in one sitting."
Indian and Middle-Eastern cuisine top Irvine's list of favorite ethnic cuisines,
his Portland beach house.
tint his hunger is sometimes a more basic desire.
"I could really go for a cheeseburger right now," he exclaims.

Chapter II: Nourish

There are professors who teach because it's a hobby. Others teach because they need the paycheck.
Alex Irvine teaches because he has an undying love for it The six digits on his Corolla's odometer are just a small example of his passion.
"It's hard to complain about the job. It's intellectually stimulating. I get to constantly talk about books, poems and plays
that I think are cool," Irvine says. "I get to have good discussions with smart people, so it's a terrific job."
Interaction with students is not only fun for Irvine, it nourishes his own writing.
"When we workshop student work in a creative writing class, it will get me thinking about something I'm working on
in a different way, and there's a great interplay there."
Irvine teaches two or three courses each semester, rarely with more than 25 students per class. Animated,intimate conversations aren't uncommon.
Jared Maddox,a junior wildlife ecology student, took part in such conversations when he took Foundations of Literary
Analysis.
"Irvine is a very personable teacher. He interacts with the class in an informal way that allows all the students to always
feel comfortable." Maddox says.
-Doctor" isn't a title Irvine is fully comfortable with.
"He's not pretentious at all. He was talking in class today about how he feels weird that 'Doctor' is on his ID,".says
Ryatuie Nason, a student in Irvine's American Short Story class. "As a teacher, he is so laid back, and the things he says
will probe your mind."
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WMEB hosts free three-band jam Saturday
By Zach Dionne
Style Editor
For three hours this Saturday,
WMEB will put a soundtrack to the
fresh spring season with a free concert. A stream of pop,indie and dance
rock will fill Orono's Keith Anderson
Community Center with local acts
Feel It Robot, Tony Smokes & The
Ladykillers and Boston popsters
Pretty & Nice.
"Come to the show ready to be
happy. You're going to be dancing
around," said Michelle Ortega,
WMEB promotions manager. "We
always like to do a spring show just
because once that snow melts, everyone's kind of itching to get out and
move around."
The event will run from 9 p.m. to
midnight. Each group will play for
40 minutes to an hour. Tony Smokes
& The Ladykillers will start the festivities with their unkempt, no-frills
brand of lo-fi indie rock. The fourpiece features UMaine student Kegan
Zema and Portland natives Owen
Keiter, Dylan Martin and Ally
Falconer.
Ortega said the gig will move at a
faster clip than typical concerts. Feel
It Robot will play in a corner on the
floor, meaning there will be no set-up
time waits on the stage.
"Feel It Robot is famous for convincing people to take off their pants.
Come to the show with underwear,"
Ortega said with a laugh. "Highly
recommended."
The six-piece Feel It Robot incorporates a tuba, saxophone and multiple keyboards into their unique dance

rock style. The band had a recent hiatus but now has several concerts
booked through May.
"It should rock the faces off anyone who comes," said A-Bot, the
group's saxophonist. An audience
member last fall, A-Bot is excited to
be on "the other side of things" for
his first Orono performance with the
band. He called Feet It Robot's
Halloween set one of the most fun
gigs he'd ever seen.
"We have great local bands,"
Ortega said. "This made the show
easy to book," she said. "We're
always trying to bring a variety, we
never want to have the same style."
Pretty & Nice will visit Orono
from Boston. They'll take part in a
live in-studio performance on
WMEB on Saturday from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m.
WMEB will promote itself and
the impending signal upgrade that
will cover as far as Waterville. The
Courtesy of Feel It Robot
station traditionally hosts one
Halloween and spring show each .. "Come to the show ready to be happy," Michelle Ortega of WMEB said. Here, K-Bot leads Feel It Robot.
year.
She said WMEB has a musically
tolerant staff that enjoys a variety of
music. The station aims to extend this
vibe to the local music landscape.
"The music scene we're trying to
cultivate, it's definitely a community," Ortega said.
The free show embodies this community spirit.
"The bands were really good
about working with us for lower
prices," Ortega said. The Keith
Anderson Community Center also
generously offered the radio station a
discounted booking rate.

onthe web

exclusive content:
.An exclusive excerpt from Alex Irvine's new novel,
"Buyout."

The latest installment of Zach Dionne's getLOST.

Barbara Ehrenreich at Symposium on Employee Free Choice
Author of Nickel & Dimed
and local workers will speak
on how to build a just,
sustainable economy based
on worker rights.
Hear what it's like to
organize a union in Maine
today, and learn how you
can be involved
in the movement!"
Monday, April 6,2009
6-8 PM
D.P. Corbett Business
Center Room 100
Organized by:
Food AND Medicine, The Wildcat
Student Labor Action Project,
Maine Labor Council, the
University of Maine Bureau of
Labor Education, and the Wine
Christian Association.
Barbara hrenreich Photo (?j) Sigrid Estrada
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A nation divided
For most of history, the natural effects of beard growth have
caused bearded men to remain
united in solidarity with their
brethren. But there is one case of
facial hair factionalism that
nearly tore our country apart.
I'm talking about the bitter
beard battle that was President
Abraham Lincoln's Union vs.
General Robert E. Lee's
Confederacy.
Our understanding of the
American Civil War evolves and
grows with us as we progress
through the school system. Our
simplistic understanding of the
conflict moves past the view that
sees the war between the states
as one of northern abolition versus southern slavery to a more
nuanced understanding of the
war as one with many economic
motivations and philosophical
divides — of which slavery was
but one. But it seems safe to say
that both sides of the conflict

...

had, at least, their love of eclectic facial hair in common.
Lincoln's beard is well
known in our nation, level only
with his top hat as a symbol of
the United States' 16th president. Many bearded men today

but not by the love of beards
was a bold step to grow his
beard — the request of a young
girl in New York — as no president had ever had one before
him.
It's hard to find information
about Lee's whiskers. I was not

MAILiO
will lament being called "Abe'
simply because they sport a
beard sans mustache. Lincoln
had a formidable neck beard, but
the style of shaving above the
mouth and the upper cheeks was
new to anyone but the Amish. It

able to find one picture of Lee
clean shaven, and was only able
to find one image of him without
his trademark full white beard.
In his youth, he sported a mustache, and it seems that by the
time of his appointment to gen-

FILM: The Haunting in
Connecticut

eral-in-chief of the Confederate
Army, he had developed a full
beard — four years after being
offered command of the Union
Army by Lincoln. Could it be
that he developed a beard-complex upon meeting the charis-

mows-rro
matic Illinoisan? We may never
know.
Lincoln and Lee weren't the
only well-known whiskered
wiseguys in the Civil War. On
the Confederate side, Gen.
Beauregard seemed distin-

CD: Decemberists
By Kegan Zema
Staff Reporter
For most established artists,
a concept album can make or
break a career. Luckily, The
Decemberists have met the
challenge head-on and crafted a
beautifully cohesive and emotionally diverse album. "The Hazards of Love," the

By Kayla Riley
For The Maine Campus
Take an old house, an unassuming family and a few evil spirits.
Put them together and you've got
the recipe for a horror movie.
Despite these key ingredients,
"The Haunting in Connecticut"
falls far short of terrifying. It wants
to be scary, but aside from a few
jumpy moments, it's nothing audiences haven't seen.
The Campbells are an average
American family, except for one
detail, Their eldest son Matt (Kyle
Gallner) is suffering from terminal
cancer and must undergo rigorous
radiation treatment. In order to be
closer to the hospital where he is
treated, they rent an old house in
Connecticut until he finishes treatment. The house seems like the
ideal solution for them, with plenty
of space, a convenient locale and
the perfect price tag.
But their mother, Sara

Campbell(Virginia Madsen)has to
wonder what the catch is. It just so
happens that like all good backgrounds for a horror movie, the
house has a dark history.
Regardless of the house's sketchy
past, Sara signs on the dotted line
and she and her family begin to
make the creepy old place their
home.
It's only when her ill son discovers a sinister room in the basement that the family realizes their
dream home was once a funeral
home. Not long after, sinister
events begin to occur that will
change the Campbell family forever.
Gallner, known for bit parts in
TV shows and indie films, does a
decent job of playing the victim of
both cancer and the supernatural.
Madsen is convincing as a concerned, loving mother and holds
the movie afloat as much as one
person can. While the premise of
"The Haunting in Connecticut"

guished yet wholesome with his
Van Dyke — a goatee and mustache. Gen. Erwell must have
inspired terror in the hearts of
his enemies when they saw his
combination of a Franz Joseph
sideburn extension and long
goatee. The man is a sight to
behold.
On the Union's side, perhaps
the most interesting beard was
Gen. Du Pont's style, which
would be termed a "full beard" if
not for the shaving of his chin
and soul patch — leaving his
mustache, sideburns and neckbeard intact. It looked like his
beard had a hole in it. And who
could forget General Ambrose
Burnside of the Union Army,
whose distinctive facial hair was
so influential that to enthusiasts
forever after, "sideburns" would
be his namesake. This may be a
humor column, but I'm not joking on this one. Look it up.
You'll be glad you did.

fifth studio album from the
Portland, Ore.-based indie rockers, weaves an intricate story of
forbidden love, forest dwelling
creatures and pregnancy. The
plot seems like some sort of
Wagnerian opera, for better or
for worse, but what is important
is the way in which it is told.
Each song portrays a completely different mood, yet all are
distinctly characteristic of The
Decemberists' indie-folk-rock
sound. All they seem to do is
widen the spectrum. While previous albums like "Her Majesty
Courtesy Lionsgate Films
the
Decemberists"
or
could have worked, it ends up "Picaresque" stay within certain
translating to screen as the same lines of loveable, jaunty
played out plotline.
acoustic tunes, "Hazards"
The film clings to the tagline effortlessly switches between
"based on a true story". This has sparsely orchestrated ballads
helped plenty of films draw a and songs with super-distorted
crowd,from "The Texas Chainsaw breakdown sections.
Massacre" to "The Amityville
By showcasing their diversiHorror." Unfortunately, little about ty, The Decemberists can paint
this film seems credible. Even so, the tale with all the nuances
horror movies aren't genetally required to make something like
realistic; they just serve to scare us this work. Adding to the
like hell. If "Haunting" had suc- album's variety is the use of
ceeded in that, it might have three vocalists. Frontman Colin
redeemed itself.
Meloy plays William, a forest
The merits of"The Haunting in dweller, folk singer Becky Stark
Connecticut" include respectable plays William's love interest
acting attempts, solid visuals and Margaret, and Shara Worden
interesting editing. However,it just adds her haunting vocals as the
won't satisfy hardcore horror fans. evil Forest Queen. The female
It too often re,sorts to cliched horror vocalists are amazing standouts,
devices rather than tapping into an while Meloy delivers great
audience's primal fear. There was singing yet again on this album.
an ideal opportunity to reinvent the What's most striking about
typical haunted house genre, but "Hazards" is its continuity. With
"Haunting" is a disappointment.
each song flowing seamlessly
Grade: C into the next, one never loses

interest. The hour-long album
seems to pass by quickly, so that
one feels the need to start it over
just to catch more of the details
woven into it.
Like any great operatic work,
"Hazards" is full of recurring
themes and variations. The main
theme, "The Hazards of Love,"
repeats multiple times, with
four official movements of the
piece. "The Hazards of Love 1
(The Prettiest Whistles Won't
Wrestle the Thistles Undone)"
was released as a single and is
just as catchy as any other
Decemberists tune. When
repeated, sometimes heavier,
sometimes more haunting —
like when a chorus of children
sing the melody — the song is
the glue holding everything
together.
However, many songs stand
out alone, apart from their role
on the album. "The Rake Song"
is one of the best pieces on the
album and was released online
as the first single prior to the
album's release. A spiteful tune
of a widower and his unwanted
children, the jagged sound of
the guitars displays the character's resentment.
"Isn't It A Lovely Night?" is
the polar opposite of "The Rake
Song." It is a light-hearted tune
using primarily guitar and
accordion that features a romantic vocal dialogue between
William and Margaret. One
couldn't ask for a more floaty
love song.
Where many artists fail with
an undertaking such as this, The
Decemberists thrive. The composition, orchestration and production all converge to create a
unique artistic achievement.
Longtime fans should still find
everything they love about the
band on the album, while newcomers should be drawn in by
its overwhelming imagery.
Grade: B+
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YOUR
PASSION

INNOVATION
ENGINEERING®

*or your degree

THE CAREER ACCELERATOR

When I was a student I was offered the
opportunity to take a class with a Maine Alumnus
who was"famous" 1 blew it off - and to this day
regret not taking Stephen King's writing class.
-Doug Hall

Fall 2009
A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN FROM THE MASTER!

DOUG HALL*

Eureka! Ranch Founder/CEO
America's #1 Innovation Guru* and UM '81 Graduate
Doug is "the guy" that turns ideas into business for Nike, Walt Disney, American
Express,Procter & Gamble,etc. In the lastIO months his company has
generated over $300 Million in net extra sales for small companies.

MINOR IN INNOVATION ENGINEERING®
INV 200 * CNN #I2000

INV 292 * CRN #I2124

INNOVATION ENGINEERING ' 1: THE BEGINNING OF AN IDEA
Learn how to create great ideas

INNOVATION ENGINEERING III: MAKING YOUR IDEA REAL
Learn how to commercialize ideas

Mon

INV200

INV280

210 3:15

2to 3:15

Tues

Wad

Thr

INV292
3:30to Ei

Fri

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thr

Fri

No matter what your degree,career or passion Doug will teach you how to

CREATE,COMMUNICATE AND COMMERCIALIZE
Meaningfully Unique Ideas

For More Information call Jesse Moriarity 581-1427 or
www.umaine,edu/innovationi
*Named by km,Magazine,CM Magazine and A&E Top ID
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With Free Incoming Calls, you can enjoy
you get, not worry about paying for them.
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DOWN
1- Because of
2- Santa's aides
3- Concerning
4- ScaII
5- Breakfast and lunch
6- Slender freshwater fish
7- Kitchen addition
8- Fuzzy buzzer
9- Bivalve mollusk
10- High-speed skiing
11- Hip bones
12- Hill toy
13- Former coin of France
18- Coniferous evergreen forest
21- Guide
23- Twilight
25- Malfunction
26- 365 days
27- Public walk
28- Sharp projection
29- Warts and all
30- Receptacle for holy water
31- Organization
33- Plaything
35- Ventures
36- Innocuous
38- Foot lever
39- It's a wrap
41- Sharon's land
42- Become encased in a cocoon
44- Thighbone
45- Ancient region of Asia Minor
46- Cleric
47- Plant problem
48- River in central Switzerland
49- A wedding cake has multiple
50- Problem with L.A.
51- Where some vets served
52- Simpson trial judge

Crockpot Challenge
Donate $1, sample recipes, vote for favorite Crockpot creation
12 p.m.
Bangor Lounge, Memorial Union
Socialist and Marxist Studies Series: Economic Human
Rights as a Way to End Poverty
Feat. Cheri Honkala, national coordinator of Poor People's
Economic Human Rights Campaign
12:30 - 1:45 p.m.
Bangor Room, Memorial Union
Contact: A philosophy talk on whether we can truly
make contact with another person
4 -6 p.m.
110 Little Hall
Debt: Pros and Cons, Management, Restructuring
4:30 - 6 p.m.
Walker Room, Memorial Union
New Writing Series:
Reading by Nada Gordon and Gary Sullivan
4:30 p.m.
Soderberg Auditorium, Jenness Hall
The Beecher Boys'n Girls: The Hillbilly Band
6:30 p.m.
Page Farm Museum
$5 adults, $3 students and seniors, free under age 10
Emerging Dance Works

CROSSWORD

Crossword puzzles provided by
BestCrosswords.com.
Used with permission

ANSWER KEY FOUND IN SPORTS

ACROSS
1- Slain
5- Air bubble
9- From Bern, say
14- Humerus neighbor
15- Routine
16- Big fiddle?
17- Come about
19- Old French expression meaning 'goodbye"
20- Attention
21- Beg
22- Flightless bird
23- Fish feature
24- Exclamation of disgust
25- Pen name

28- Former seaport in W Israel
31- Ladle
32- Devour
34- From
35- Coup
36- Circle of light often seen around the head of saints
37- Martini liquor
38- Jazz pianist Art
39- Bad-tempered
40- Stapes
42- Acceptable score for a professional golfer
43- Ooze
44- Sly

48- Gillette razors
50- Resembling a flower part
51- Nymph presiding over rivers
52- Divine indwelling
53- Staggering
54- Advertise boastfully
55- Former name of Thailand
56- Blackbird
57- Monster
58- Franklin D's mother

7:30 p.m.
Minsky Recital Hall, Class of 1944 Hall
Symphonic and Concert Band in Concert
7:30 p.m.
Collins Center for the Arts
Diversity Film Series: "Kinky Boots"
7:30 p.m.
Bangor Room, Memorial Union

Friday, April 3
Student Art Exhibition
8:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Shows through May 1
Lord Hall
Vaccines Against Sea Lice: Myth or Reality?
Feat. Ian Bricknell
1:30 - 2:45 p.m.
203 Hitchner Hall

1
7
.w8

7
65
6 1

6
2
3

"South Park" and the Tradition of American Comedy

SUDOKU
PUZZLE
7.

and Liberty.
Feat. Paul Cantor, University of Virginia
3:10 - 4:30 p.m.
Bangor Room, Memorial Union
Orphanage Outreach.Benefit Jam feat. Joe Francis
Band, Trash Mountain Boys, Lotta Nerve
7- 10 p.m.
Keith Anderson Community Center, Orono

1
28
9

5
8 7.4

52
9
6

6

9 1
41
5

3
9 1

HOW TO PLAY
•Each row (horizontal line) must have
numbers 1-9 in any order but each digit
can only appear once.
•Each column (vertical line) must have
numbers 1-9 in any order but each digit
can only appear once.
•Each 3x3 box must have numbers 1-9
in any order but each digit can only
appear once.

4
2
9

There is only one correct answer.

Tickets $5

Saturday, April 4
Harlem Superstars vs. UMaine Black Bears
7 p.m.
Memorial Gym
$10 at door, $8 in advance. Call Audra Grady, 581-4194

Sunday, April 5
Collegiate Chorale Concert

Difficulty level: EASY

2 p.m.
Minsky Recital Hall, Class of 1944 Hall
Sex Carnival feat. Peer Education, Safe Campus,
Alcohol and Drug Education Program
Free food, music, games
2 - 5 p.m.
Stewart Quad
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Pitching leads the way for improved Bears
Soulharis, Kelley. lead pitching staff, softball confident heading into AE schedule
By Maeghan Connor
For The Maine Campus

Ashley Kelley, one of only four newcomers to the team this year. Kelley is
also 6-4 on the mound having started
With about a third of the season 10 games but leads the team in ERA
remaining, the University of Maine with a solid 2.12.
softball team has already won almost
It is now the point of the'season
twice as many games as last year with where the competition heats up as
a current record of 21-15. The team teams battle their way to the playoffs
had a rocky beginning to their season as the America East Conference
starting out 5-10, but bounced back, matchups begin following a season of
winning 10 games in a row to improve nationwide travel. UMaine had a diffito 15-10.
cult first weekend in conference play.
Junior Alexis Souhlaris and senior After winning their first game, they
Ashley Waters, who are hitting .387 dropped a doubleheader to the
and .358 respectively; lead the team University of Maryland Baltimore
offensively. Souhlaris is also one of County Retrievers to start conference
the team's leading pitchers, having play at 1-2.
started nine games with a 6-4 record
The Black Bears are far from
and a 2.38 earned run average.
down-and-out, as the remainder of
Joining Souhlaris at the top of the their season will be played against
pitching totem pole. is freshman America East opponents, including a

KC Management

Track
from page 16

69 Main Street, Orono
Tel: 866-7027

For Rent
Apartments & Houses
Orono & Old Town
Efficiencies, 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 bedrooms
Available June 1st & September 1st
Check out our website for locations and prices.
Website: www.kcmanagementinc.com

THE

BEST

three-game stint against conference
leader Stony Brook this weekend.
And they are certainly no strangers to
bouncing back.
The key to their outstanding season
this far has been the team's success
defensively. The Black Bears have a
strong .958 fielding percentage in
comparison to the average fielding
percentage of their opponents .948.
Ten points separating the team
from their opponents might not seem
like a big difference. That gap represents quite a difference in errors committed. The average number of errors
from their opponents so far this season
is 52 in comparison to UMaine's 43
through 33 games. When it comes to
assists, the Black Bears once again
dominate with .324, versus the opponent average of.287.

IN

STUDENT LIVING

The women's 4x100 relay team
broke the UMaine record for a
second meet in a roW with a time
of 47.42 seconds. The team was
comprised of freshmen Jesse
Labreck, Shaniqua Burgess, Vicki
Tolton and junior Allyson Howatt.
The Black Bears had individual
first place performances from
Howatt (100-meter), Burgess
(200-meter), Labreck (100-meter
hurdles), Heather Jackson (pole
vault), Katherine McGeoghan
(high 'jump) and Jessica Bond
(javelin). These performances led
them to a 14-point victory over
the Wildcats.
•
The women's team was picked
in a preseason coach's poll to finish fifth in the conference, up
from seventh last year.
After trading his pre-race house
slippers for a pair of customized
spikes, freshman Riley Masters
continued to rewrite the record
books, setting a new record of
14:34.81 in the 5,000-meter run.
"It was a little surprising when
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While stats make the team look
good on paper, the true test is on the
field when faced not by average but by
some of the top teams in the nation.
UMaine's softball team has proved to
be worth the numbers that back up
their performance and using those
defensive skills will help them to
reach the playoffs and use their
defense to get that elusive championship.
Team captain Ashley Waters has
high hopes for the team's playoff
hopes.
"You have to finish in the top four
out of eight teams. However, 4-America East Conference has some
great teams," she said. "We believe
we are one of those great teams,
though. If we play hard and smart,
we'll get there, no doubt in my mind."
I found out I broke the record. I
wasn't expecting to run a time like
that this early in the season,"
Masters said. "Hopefully we can
get into some big meets and that
record will get faster by the end of
the season."
Masters was paced for one mile
by junior Miles Bartlett, who also
won the 1,500-meter run in a time
of 3:59.17.
The men's team was aided by
first place finishes from Travis
Cook
(400-meters),
Landis
Williams (100-meters), Mark
Liimakka (pole vault and fourth in
long jump), and Trevor England
(triple jump and second in long
jump). These individual performances were not enough, as the men
fell to UNH 101-67.
The UMaine men were picked
to finish sixth in the conference
this year, up from their seventh
overall ranking a year ago.
The Black Bears will split up
this weekend. While some athletes
to will head to Durham for a
rematch with UNH, others will
head for much warmer weather in
Gainesville, Fla. for the Florida
Relays.

Crossword
Solution

mummuum mum
mune mummuum
: =mum UMMUM

UMMUUM
310M

VN1M

12

UMW
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UMU

DID YOU KNOW?

FITNESS CENTER • BASKETBALL & SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS
TANNING BED • GAME ROOM • PRIVATE BEDROOMS • COMPUTER LAB

JUST ACROSS PARK STREET FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

ORCHARD
TRAILS

1MM

207.866.2200
4 EMPIRE DRIVE
MESTUDENTHOUSING.COM

WHEN YOU CHOOSE
MABEL WADSWORTH
WOMEN'S HEALTH CENTER...
You are supporting women's health
advocacy, education and clinical
services for thousands of women
from all economic backgrounds.
To lind out inure call 207.9471337 or
visit us at way.mabehvadsworth.org
Insurance is accepted at Mabel Wadsworth Center
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Puttin'the hammer down

COUNTY CLUE' 6POIZT6
Mike Brusko
For The Maine Campus
There I was, getting ready to take my first snap in a college football playoff game, in
front of 10,000 screaming Northern Iowa fans. Then I decided it was way too loud, and
there was no way we could run a play to its full effectiveness asiong as these people were
yelling so loudly. So I did what any athlete naturally does in that situation: I had security
escort out everyone who failed to sit quietly. OK,sounds a little hard to believe, doesn't it?
That's because the truth is, of course, that I didn't have that option. I was forced to call the
play and cadence silently, and attempt to block out a decibel level that would have rivaled
a Motley Crue concert. But that's the game of football, basketball, baseball, soccer, hockey and just about every sport except for three (and I use the word "sport" very loosely for
two of them): tennis, golf and bowling.
I have a lot of respect for the things Tiger Woods achieved on the golf course. I have no
doubt he will go down as the greatest golfer of all-time, an honor I think he deserves. What
I don't respect is the way I've seen him react when innocent fans try to snap a picture of
him while he is simply walking up to his ball. He gets angry and acts as if the fan has just
cost him.the chance to win the tournament. Can you imagine if he had to golf inside a dome
of 60,000 rabid sports fans with megaphones, cow bells and every other noise-making
implement known to mankind? Would he have the mental toughness to block those things
out and maintain the same level of dominance? A I5-foot putt, with absolute silence and
no defenders to worry about, doesn't seem like much of a pressure situation to me.
What if Roger Federer had to serve while 1,000 cameras simultaneously flashed in his
eyes from all directions? Or if PBA fans were expected to distract bowlers from throwing
strikes by any means necessary? It sounds ridiculous to us, because the culture of these
sports does not condone the things other sports do.
Try to remember the last NBA or college basketball game you watched. I'm guessing
the visiting team attempted at least one foul shot, and the home fans were merciless in their
efforts to create a diversion. Whether it is with thunder sticks, hypnotic spirals, flexible
noodles or homemade signs that insult the shooter's mother or spouse, there is zero compassion. So why is it that golf, tennis and bowling do not allow such behavior from spectators? Maybe it's because the fans of these sports would rather drink a Zima than a Sam
Adams. Or it's the fact that they'd rather shoot the moon than shoot a jumpshot. Whatever
the case, I know it allows people who are mentally soft to still be able to compete at the
highest level in these sports. I'm sorry, but even Tiger Woods winning a tournament on a
bum knee does not make him mentally tough. After all, it's just golf.
J
be with his senior team- Canary finished with 26.
Next, the players moved to the Mahaney
mates.
where Downey stole the show with a
out
Dome,
work
to
wanted
"I
from page 16
with my guys and see them team- and personal-best 37-inch vertical jump.
Nixon (10 feet, 4 inches) and Fluellen
perform," Belcher said. "I've been here all four
years with them. I came with them, so I want to paced the way in the broad jump, while
Fluellen blazed through the 40-yard dash. He
go out with them."
was timed at 4.38 and 4.41 seconds, respecto
a
sign
be
or
drafted
chance
a
Belcher has
tively, in his two tries. The top 40 time at the
pro contract around the April 25-26 draft.
Other members from Jack Cosgrove's squad NFL Scouting Combite was 4.30 seconds by
who worked out included offensive lineman Maryland wide receiver Darrius HeywardChris Arnao, defensive backs Lionel Nixon Jr. Bey.
Some players also took part in positionand Lamir Whetstone and punter Kash Kiefer.
Belcher also credited his performance on the specific drills.
While some of the players know that the
bench press to his teammates being there to support him. He improved the bench (23 reps)from odds of playing professional football are slim,
they still enjoyed the shot of performing in
Tuesday at Hofstra.
of pro scouts.
front
being
just
here,
up
"I benched a lot better
gave it my all," Nixon Jr. said. "I did the
"I
he
buddies,"
old
my
teammates,
old
my
around
said. "That's always a positive, having • your best I could do. Hopefully something happens,
but I couldn't ask for more from myself. I gave
teammates around you cheering for you."
the best try I could possibly give."
it
The players performed the bench press
weighed.
and
measured
after they were
Amy Brooks contributed to this report.
Downey did the most repetitions (27), while
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Peter Buettner•The Maine Campus
Rebecca Even competes in the hammer throw this past Saturday in a dual meet
with UNH. Even set a personal record with her throw of 175 feet and two inches

PETE KILPATRICK AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF MAINE!
MAY 1, 2009 AT THE COLLINS CENTER FOR THE ARTS
7:30 P.M.

Tickets: $12 each. Purchase them kaoline or ikt the 4.1

Box Office

Tickets go on sale Wednesdo April I. 2009 %II Proceeds to Benefit reslicular Cancer Kew:trek
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Can golfers handle the noise? Nope.
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Masters, Even pace UMaine
Women place first in meet vs. UNH,Even sets personal best
By Derek McKinley
Staff Reporter
The University of Maine
hosted its only home track
meet of the outdoor season
on Saturday, taking on the
University
New
. of
Hampshire in a dual meet.
Despite the threat of poor
weather, conditions were
nearly perfect for the entire
meet.
The meet was not without its setbacks, as the
3,000-meter steeplechase
was cancelled and the long
and triple jumps were held
in the Field House due to
unsafe conditions at the
jumping pits.
Senior Vicki Tolton ran
--the 400-meter hurdles for
the first time. Despite a leg
injury sustained while training, Tolton finished first
with a time of 1:01.72, fractions of a second from the
current record. Tolton joked

with teammates following could just race and not [foot], 10 (inches] away. I
the race about her less-than- have any expectations for am confident that I will
stellar hurdle form. After myself," Burlock said.
qualify for it in the next few
the race she said she would
Sophomore
Rebecca weeks. Once I do that, I will
like to venture away from Even dominated the ham- be able to relax and concenthe 400 -meter run for a few mer throw, annihilating the trate on throwing farther for
record she set at the rest of the season," she
weeks.
Tolton's runCalifornia State added.
ning mate, senNorthridge two
Freshman Corey Conner
Lindsay
ior
weeks ago with a contributed to the women's
Burlock, found
toss of 175 feet, team with her first place
herself in unfatwo inches — finish in the I,500-meter
miliar territory
four feet past her run with a time of 4:38.07.
as well as she
record throw at She paced the 5,000-meter
ran the 800Cal
State run for two miles. This
meter
run.
Northridge. Her paved the way for junior
Burlock stayed
performances Jordan Daniel and Conner's
near the. front
have earned her sister Alli to take first and
for most of the
the America East second place respectively.
Masters
Field Performer
race and finished
"I was surprised about
third behind UMaine's of the Week award for two the win," Daniel said. "It
Jenny Lucy. The event win- consecutive weeks.
didn't hit me until A while
ner, Vanessa Letourneau,
"It doesn't matter who I after, but I was more excitfinished with a time of am going against," Even ed and happy with the time
2:18.47.
said. "I work all week so I had. I was just happy that
"I was excited about that I'll be able to have a the Maine girls took one,
running the 800 [meter] for throw that I can watch and two and three."
a meet. It gave me some- be satisfied with."
thing different so that I
"Regionals is only one See TRACK on page 14

Belcher, Bears work out for pro scouts

MARCH
MADNESS
By Alex Leonard
For The Maine Campus
Unless you've been confined to a small,
padded room with white walls, you should be
aware this is Final Four weekend, when most
root for teams not because they are fans, but
because the team could net them a substantial
profit. Then again, to some, the games arc
meaningless because we trusted Memphis,
Louisville, and maybe even Pittsburgh to
come through. As you probably know, none of
them did. If there is one constant in March, it
is to expect the unexpected. Many believed
that at least two Big East teams would be in
the Final Four, but how many thought
Villanova would be one?

Villanova vs. North Carolina
Villanovg had a tough challenge taking on
All-American Tyler Hansbrough, speedy
guard Ty Lawson and the rest of the North
Carolina Tar Heels, but they did a pretty darn
good job shutting down big man DeJuan Blair
and point guard Levance Fields of Pittsburg.
Having said this, North Carolina has played
better and better each game of the tournament, and it appears that Lawson's ankle
injury is a distant memory. The Wildcats will
certainly be a test, but the Heels are just too
good and will get to the title game.

Michigan State vs. Connecticut

Amy Brooks + The Maine Campus
Jovan Belcher pumps out one of his 23 repetitions on the bench press at UMaine's annual pro day last Thursday.
By Adam Clark
Sports Editor
If someone walked past the Latti
Fitness Center or the Mahaney Dome last
Thursday morning, the noise coming from
both buildings probably would have made
them curious as to what was going on.
Most of the University of Maine football team gathered at the two athletic facilities, cheering loudly for some of their senior teammates at the school's annual pro
day.
Eight Black Bears, including AllAmerican defensive end Jovan Belcher,
participated in several strength and agility
drills in front of a Detroit Lions scout and
two scouts from Arena Football League 2.
They are looking to become the next set

of UMaine players making the step to the more people here, but I saw a Detroit
next level. The program has produced nine Lions guy, and he's in the NFL," Downey
active players on NFL rosters since 2002. 'said optimistically. "It only takes one
"It was like playing in a game," said scout."
running back/wide receiver Jhamal
The main reason for the small turnout
Fluellen. "I don't know if you went to in Orono was Belcher's decision to work
another school if they'd do that."
out at Hofstra University's pro clay two
"It was a great atmosphere," senior cen- days earlier.
ter Ryan Canary added. "Everyone was
Belcher, considered one of the top pro
calm and relaxed, and I really enjoyed hav- prospects at the Football Championship
ing people here. It gets you going."
Series level, worked out in front of 16 NFL
While the workouts attracted only three scouts at Hofstra. This meant that scouts
scouts, linebacker Andrew Downey made didn't have to travel seven hours further to
the most of his opportunity. He turned in UMaine on Thursday.
one of the better performances of the day,
Despite fatigue from working out twice
recording 27 repetitions on the bench press in three days, Belcher wasn't about to miss
at 225 pounds and leaping 37 1/2 inches in the opportunity to have one last chance to
the vertical jump.
"It would have been better to have a lot
See PRODAY on page 15

In the other semi-final, surprise winner
Michigan State will face another Big East
opponent: Connecticut. Many, including
myself, believed UConn would lose to
Memphis. Too bad Memphis lost to Missouri,
and we were unable to see that match up. The
Huskies had an interesting ride to get to
Detroit, having lost key guard Jerome Dyson
in early February and raised doubts about
their depth. After an opening round rout of
Chattanooga, allegations surfaced about
recruiting violations by legendary head coach
Jim Calhoun. Even with all the distractions,
UConn has taken care of business and will be
a tough opponent for the upset-minded
Spartans of Michigan State. Led by Tom Izzo,
their own legend behind the bench, the
Spartans have managed to knock off defending champion Kansas as well as.overall top
seed, Louisville. This will be lzzo's fifth trip
to the Final Four in the past 11 seasons, most
of any school in that time period. The
Spartans not only have a consistent, experienced coach but will be playing about 90 minutes from their campus. This should definitely benefit Michigan State and could be the
determining factor in the battle between two
excellent head coaches. It is for this reason
that the Spartans get the chance to play UNC
in the championship.
The first semi-final', which pits UConn
against Michigan State, is slated for 6:07 p.m.
on Saturd_ay with North Carolina and
Villanova follow at 8:47 p.m. The championship will be Monday, so stay tuned for my
predictions in the next edition of The Maine
Campus.

